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Oil ! heaven is nearer than mortal! think 
When they look witli a trembling dread 

At *.Lt nistj .'uture tliat stretches on 
From the sileat home of the dead. 

'Tia do lone isle on a boundless main, 

Ho brilliant but distant ah ore. 
Where the loved ones who are nil called away, 

M ust go to return no more- 
No ! heaven la near us. Mm mighty veil 

Of juorUtlitj blind* the eye. 
That we cannot see the angel bands 

On the shorn of eternity. 

Yet oft in the hour of holy thought, 

To the thirsty soul Is given 
The power to pierce through the misty sense, 

To the beauteous scenes of heaven. 

Then very near seems its pearly gates. 

And sweetly its liarpings fall, 
Till lue soul is restless to soar it way, 

And longe for the angel-call. 

I know, when the silver cord Is loosed, 

When the veil is rent away, 
Net lung and -l.irk shall tin* passage be. 

To the realms of endless day. 

Tlif eye that shuts ia a dying hour, 

Will j'tn next iu bliss, 
The welcouje will sound In a heavenly world, 

Era the farewell is bushed in this. 

We piiHii from the clasp of mourn tag friends, 
To the iirmi of Mif loved and lost : 

And those smiling faces will greet us theu, 
Which here below we have hist. 


The < ; rent and Notable Day of the Lord. 


SERMON I'liE ACHED AT THK COLL KG E CHAPEL, NOV. 

15tH. BY A. L. OAlttlEil. 

Text :— The nun shall he turned Into darkness, and the rooon 
into blood, before that great and notable clay of the Lord come. 
Acts. 2 : 2(1 

Deakly Beloved: I look upon my work this 
morning us a novel experience in my ministerial 
labors. I read a jxirtion of my sermon from man- 
uscript. Daring nay years o( little work in talking 
ot I he loye ol Christ and the beauties and power of 
the world to eome, I have never before appeared 
with a sermon written, as 1 do this morning; and 
this is hardly a matter of choice but rather the 
result of contingencies. 

Our esteemed and worthy brother in the Lord, 
N. A. Erame, of Elkhart, Ind., sent to the Evan 
delist this request : "Urn Editor: Please explain 
the following : 'The sun shall be turned into dark- 
news, ami the moon into blood, before that great 
•nd notable day of the Lord come,'" 

I eoneludrd that it would btt economy to write 
an extended answer, read it to yon and then print 
it for the eight or ten thousand people who read 
the two thousand copies of the Evangelist went 
out every week. 

My views upon this Scripture may appear orig- 
inal to many, and, if they seem strange, I beg of 
you to peruse the Divine Word and decide as they 
teach yon, using these remarks only as indicators 
pointing to possible truth. 

This is a very appropriate test 1o preface the 
week's meetings thai we aim to commence here 
this morning. It tails our attention to the open- 
ing of the great revival that God designed should 
eompasssea and land, and re*ch from the fountains 
onto the ends of the world ; the commencement of 
that revival that has grown stronger as the years 
flee and leave their varied marks upon the gather- 
ing pages of history, and penetrated the darkest 
haunts ol sin and made light the gloomiest valley a 
of ignorance and superstuipn; the commencement 
ol that revival that has torn assnnder kingdoms 
•nd empires, principalities and powers and de- 
throned spiritual wickedness in high places ; the 
commencement of that revival that has healed manv 
broken spirits, bound up many heart- wounds dis- 
persed many clouds of sorrow and soothed sadden- 
ed hearts, 

Commencing at the Day of Pentecost, in the 
Apostolic Age, this revival has continued to extend 
its borders and dvepen iu power until this time, 
when two hundred and forty-two of the confused 
tongues of Bab I aie speaking the praises of their 
Saviour In their own language. 

The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the 
moon into blood, before the great and notable day 
of the Lord come. With the context, this scripture 
ib so plain, that he who runs and reads ought to be 
sbte to iiiiderstainl. It is a quotation from the pro- 
ptiet Joel; and Peter the speaker upon this Pentc 
costal occasion,distinetly says that this — what they 
ware experiencing and doing that day — is that 
which was spoken of by the prophet Joel. 


This scripture has been s favorite one to some 
inquirers after the lime of the Second coming of 
Christ, and they have found the darkening of the 
sun in the last century, in the New England States, 
and there have been numerous other signs which 
students of this class are wont to set up as signs 
that indicate the Second Coming. 

Without further words we will announce that 
the Great and Notable Day of the Lord was the 
Day of Pentecost, when Peter spoke with tongues; 
and if that day is meant to include more than 
twenty -four houis, it means the subsequent periods 
in which the gospel was unfolded to the world. 

The day of Pentecost is notable because upon it 
the Kingdom of Heaven was formally opened to 
all men, the Jew, the Greek, or the Barbarian. 
We do not maintain, however, as some do, that the 
Church ot Jeaus Christ was Bet up on this day. 
We understand the Kingdom of Heaven and the 
Church of Christ to be synonymous terms in some 
respects. When Daniel, in his vision, saw the 
winds strive upon the sea and four great beasts arise 
out of it which represent coming kings, hB declared 
by omnipotent authority, that in the days of those 
kings the God ol heaven should set up a kingdom 
that should never be destroyed- We believe Christ 
set up this kingdom, and he accomplished the 
work while he jiossessed flesh and blood, or before 
his crucifixion, He established his Church upon 
the Rock, himself, chose its principal officers and 
completed all, ha fore he declared unto his Father 
that he had completed the work that had been giv- 
en him to do. At Pentecost this Church, already 
established, was presented to the world, and the 
people were invited to come in. John the Baptist, 
had been baptizing during years before, and the 
twelve and the seventy baptized after him, so that 
there were many ready to enter the church when it 
was formally opened to mankind. A number were 
converted by the preaching of Peter, and were 
baptized, and on that day 3,000 were added to the 
Church. Probably five or six hundred were eon- 
verted and baptized, and the remaining 2,400 or 
2.500 were added by relation as we say. We have 
frequently noticed complicated and laborotts prob- 
lems, which were prepared and expounded, by 
devotees of sprinkling-baptism, with the purpose 
of disproving trine immersion, by the fact thai it 
would be impossible for twelve men to baptize 
3,000 persons in one day. This clnb has been 
given to sprinklers by trine immersionists them- 
selves, by claiming what the scriptures do not war- 
rant, namely ; that 3,000 were baptized on the Day 
of Pentecost. The text simply reads that those 
who gladly received the word were baptized, 
giving no elue whatever to the probable number ; 
and then adds by a separate and distinct declaration 
that three thousand were added to the Church that 
day. The twelve apostles were the original Church, 
and the hundreds who had been previously bap- 
tized, were in Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost, 
and, as we would express it, "handud in their let- 
ters," and, had I been there with my present style 
I would have reported the result of the work of 
that great and notable day after this manner: "So 
many by baptism and so many by relation." 

The darkening of the sun, and the turning of 
the moon into blood, happened at the time of 
Christ's crucifixion. The accounts of the first three 
Gospels tell us that there was darkness from the 
sixth until the ninth hour all over the land. This 
was the darkness that Joel prophesied about, and 
it took place fifty-two or fifty-three days before 
the great and notable day of the Lord, Pentecost. 
The moon, no doubt then looked as blood, tor it 
was just full. This darkening of the sun is sup- 
posed to have been an eclipse, and probably was, 
hut the moon did not cause it, for it would be 
impossible to have an eclipse of the sun by the 
moon in the evening when the moon is full, be- 
cause the moon is in the eastern sky and the sun 
in the western ; bo the moon shone forth in bloody 
beams upon the dense darkness of that doleful 
night. 

This explains the text furnished by our Indiana 
brother ; bo let us leave this manuscript to talk 
about the work before us here. 


I would rather cherish affeclTon than indulge 
grief, but every one must follow their mood. 


Hard Work. 


BY J. W. BEHR. 

"Or whom we have many things to say, ami hard to be utltred, 
seeing ;s are dull of bearing." Heb. 6:8. 

There is one of whom the minister of the gospel 
baa "many things to say," but it is a difficult mat- 
ter la utter them in such a way as to produce the 
proper effect. The truth rosy be spoken clearly 
comprehensively, and forcibly, so that all who wilt 
may understand it and feel its potency ; but the 
plainest truths are "hard to be uttered" so as to be 
understood and received by those who "arc dull of 
hearing." If it were the duty of the minister to 
talk only, his calling would not be difficult ; but 
as he is to preach the whole truth and the truth 
only, and to utter it so as to convince, convert 
and save, he meets with many difficulties and dis- 
couragements, and finds it to be very h*rd work. 

Those to whom the apostle wrote this epistle 
had enjoyed excellent opportunities to become ac- 
quainted with the truth and to enjoy its advantages 
and blessings, but they were "dull of hearing" 
and had lived far beneath their peileges. For 
this indifference and neglect censureres them, 
saying, "When for the time ye ought to be teachers 
ye have need that one teach you again which bo 
the first principles of the oracles of God, and are 
become such as have need of milk, and not of 
strong meat. For every one that useth milk is 
unskilful in the word of righteousness, for he is a 
babe. But strong meat belong* th to them that 
are of lull age, evtm to those who have their senses 
exercised to discern both good and evil." Their 
teachers were competent and faithful, their advant- 
ages were all that could be desired ; but. through 
their own dullness they failed to make any growth 
in grace or any development in the Christian life. 
What could even an inspired apostle do for such 
persons? lie had no new or more potent truths 
to present and as he had done his best he found it 
hard work to clothe the old facts in such dress as 
to make Ihern more attractive and effective. He 
had "many things to nay," but under the circum- 
stances, they were "hard to be uttered. 

Every teacher has many obstacles to encounter, 
many difficult its to overcome, much self-denial lo 
endure, am) a great deal of bard work to perform. 
If he does not understand this in the beginning, 
be will learn it by experience and know it in the 
end. But there is nothing iu the teacher's exper- 
ience that is more trying to his patience than that 
dullness of his pupils which is the result of indiff- 
erence to their studies and duties. He is never 
worried or discouraged by his pupils' natural 
stupidity, but by their neglect of duties and waste 
of time. The teacher has labored hard to prepare 
himself for his onerous calling, and he is exerting 
himseli to honor his profession and to advance his 
pupils ; but while he is doing all he can, his best 
efforts are defeated and his hopes are blasted by 
the ruinous and criminal indifference of "smart'' 
boys and girls. Some of these have had ample 
opportunities to educate themselves and (hey 
"ought to be teachers," but through their dullness 
it is necessary for them to be instructed in the 
elementary principles of a sound education. This 
is, indeed, trying and disheartening to any faithful 
teacher. 

As in nature bo in grace. The preacher of 
righteousness studies diligently to prepare himself 
to preach "the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth ;" he denies himself of many of the 
lawful comforts of life; he endures many inconven- 
iences, and applies himself diligently to the faithful 
performance of his solemn duties; he praye much 
and earnestly ; he meditates upon God's word by 
day and by night; he labors to present the truth 
in the plainest, most attractive, and effective man- 
ner ; he teaches, exhorts, and pleads ; but when. 
with the most diligent use of all available helps, 
both human and divine, he does his best, how often 
is he pained to see that his hearers "are dull of 
hearing.'' If they were idiotic or naturally dull of 
comprehending, he would not feel discouraged ; 
but when he knows that having eyes they see not, 
and having ears they hear not, and having hearts 
they neither understand nor feel, and all this, not 
because they cannot, but because they wilt not, 


